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1. Package contents

Scale

Hook 2
Mains charger

Charger from socket in the car

USB cable

CD with software

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
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2. Charging
2.1. Charging from AC

|

I

i

)

el

1|

1. Plug the charger connector into the scale
2. Plug the charger into an AC outlet

Fully discharged batteries will recharge in approximately 3 hours.

2.2. Charging in the car

1. Plug the charger connector into the scale
2. Plug the charger into a 12V socket in the car
Fully discharged batteries will recharge in approximately 3 hours.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
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3. Weighing

Suspend the scale using a chain on a firm, non-spring bi-
ased structure. Place a hook on the scale and switch the
scale on by pressing the X key.

If the scale does not display zero weight, reset it to zero
by short holding the X) key.

Eé Hang a bird on the hook.
e d

F

| N
b
N
4 %
. 4
3 X
1 h

f,.$ J
I 30.11.2008 15:06 (1|
After stabilizing, the weight will automatically be m

saved which is indicated by an audible beep and vi-
sually by highlighting the saved weight. @ 52 B 1.853 |
[ PEN 1

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
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The memory symbol flashes on the display until the
weight is removed and logs the last weight saved on
the display beside the memory symbol.

Switch the scale off by holding the X) key for about 2 seconds.

Remove the hook and store the scale for further use.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB
Q Big Dutchman.
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4. Preparation of the scale before use

Several parameters should be set prior use. These settings can customize the
FlexScale features and enhance the powerful data analysis of the included PC soft-
ware. While all of these settings can be viewed and changed directly in the scale,
remember that all settings can be done much faster from a PC.

See the instructions for working with a PC.

4.1. Selection of country and language

The FlexScale will display information in the format normally used for the selected
country. Language selections can be chosen according to the operator’s preference.
Press the ' key — the main menu of the scale is displayed. Press 4x '£.. The high-
lighted line of the menu (cursor) is moved to the item Maintenance.

Main menu 5/5
Weighing
Statistics
User settings
Configuration
EXIT SELECT

Press the '#! key. This will select a new menu Maintenance. Press the '€ key. The
menu cursor will move to the item Country.

Maintenance 2/8

Scale name BAT1
Count International
Weighing

Memory

Printer

Auto power off 15 min
EXIT SELECT

Press '#.. This will select the menu Country for country and language selection.
Press .. On the right side of menu the field with the country name is highlighted.

Use keys @ and ™ to select the required country Country e
and press '#.. The highlighted field is again displayed | ‘counry

normally; the required country is selected. On the
next line Language the language in which the scale
will communicate is displayed. If you want to change
the language, move the cursor to the item Language
and after pressing '#!, select the language that suits CANCEL OK
you the best. Press 3x the X) key.

The scale leaves the menu and is prepared for weighing.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB
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4.2. Naming a scale

Naming the scale can be important later when uploading data to the PC. If multiple
scales are used with the PC, each scale should have a uniqgue name.

Select Maintenance / Scale name in the menu. A dialog box for entering the name
opens.

Scale name

A flashing cursor is displayed on the first letter of the

name. Select the required letter using keys @& and .
Press (3) to move to the next letter. Press (£ to return [ FlexScale |
to the previous letter.
After the name is entered, press .. The display re- CANGEL oK
turns to the Maintenance menu.

4.3. Weight units
The scale can display weight in grams, kilograms or pounds. Set the required weigh-
ing units in the menu Maintenance / Weighing / Units.

Enter scale name

Weighing iz
Units kg
Division 0.001 kg
Capacity 30kg/60lb
Calibration
EXIT SELECT

4.4. Date and time

The scale contains an internal clock and calendar. It is important to set the scale
clock and the PC clock to the same time and date. Set the time and date in the menu
User settings / Date and time.

Date and time

Enter date

PI3/11/2008

CANCEL OK

Enter the correct date using keys @, &, &) and ). After pressing & the time set-
ting dialog box displays. Enter the correct time using keys @, &, ) and &.

Enter time
Kl3:36:009
CANCEL OK

Press the key '#! to store the date and time.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale

Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB _
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4.5. Files setup

The FlexScale can store data according to the layout of your farms. There can be up
to 199 files containing a total of 11,000 weights. Each file can correspond to an entity
as defined by the user (house, pen, cage, etc.) and each file can be part of a larger
group (house, farm, company, etc.). A file can have a unigue name, which can be
used to keep flock data organized on the PC to form a growth graph and record.

Example:

There is one house divided in to two pens (Pen 1 and Pen 2). Create two files named
PEN 1 and PEN 2. When Pen 1 is weighed, select file PEN 1 and the bird weights
will be stored in file PEN 1. When Pen 2 is weighed, select file PEN 2 and the bird
weights will be stored in file PEN 2.

PEN 1 PEN 2

4.5.1. Creating afile
Select menu Configuration / Files / Create.
A dialog box for entering the file name is displayed.

Enter name

deEN |

CANCEL OK
Enter the file name using keys @&, &, 3 and &.

After pressing &, the file is stored.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB 9 _
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5. Weighing course

Prior to a new weighing session all data should be
deleted from the previous weighing. Be sure all data
has been viewed, printed or downloaded to a PC
before deleting! Select menu Weighing / Delete all
weights. A dialog box is displayed.

Delete all weights

Really delete weights in all files ?

Press '€, All stored weights will be deleted (not the file names).

To store weights in file PEN 1 from our example,
press =/ (MENU), Weighing / Active file. A file list will
be displayed.

Using keys ™ and ¥ move the cursor to the desired
file and press '£..

Press 2x X to return to the weighing display. The
file name will be displayed on the weighing screen.

NO YES
PEN 2

CANCEL OK
(Y PEN 1

Now you can weigh individual birds from Pen 1, as described in Chapter 3.
An incorrect weight can be deleted by pressing the (£ (DELETE) key. A confirmation

will be displayed.

Press '# to delete the weight. If the bird is still hang-
ing on the hook, the scale will automatically weigh
this bird again and save the correct weight.

Statistics for the current file can be displayed at any
time by pressing the & (STATS) key.

Press the '#! key to display a histogram of the file.

Delete weight
Really delete last weight ?
1.623 kg

NO YES
I PEN 1

z
g 5
@ 1853
o 0.152
cVv 8.1
UNI 74.6
CANCEL HISTOGRAM

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
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Weight cursor 1
Weight range of the column
Number of birds in the column
Uniformity range

PwonNpE

2 —[d@) 1852 | @ 14

CANCEL STATISTICS

Press (&) or (2) to move the cursor to any weight column; the weight and the number
of birds represented in this column will be displayed below the graph. Press the &)
key to continue weighing.

After the birds from Pen 1 are weighed, move to Pen 2 and select file PEN 2. All bird
weights from Pen 2 will be stored in file PEN 2.

Switch off the scale after the weighing is finished. All saved weighings are stored in
the memory even when the scale is switched off.

5.1. Display modes

Several display modes are available depending on the operators needs. The display
mode can be changed in the menu Configuration / Display / Display mode.

5.1.1. Basic display mode

hma  30.11.2008 15:06 [0

1. Actual weight on the hook

2. Number of birds weighed T

3. Last stored weight

4. Active file 2— @ 52 B 1.853 |—:
4—>[ PEN1

5.1.2. Advanced display mode

1. Statistics of the active file (average r—

weight, standard deviation, coefficient & 1.892

of variation and uniformity) 41—, 0 0152 0 000*-4
2. Histogram RACH
3. Active file 6% [ 1.853 <«
4. Actual weight on the hook >—  Jdis @ 52 «—6
5. Last stored weight 3—>[ PEN1
6. Number of birds weighed

5.1.3. Large display mode

{ e 30.11.2008 15:06 I

Actual weight on the hook
Number of birds weighed L
Last stored weight

Active file 2— § 1 853 =

4—PEN 1

PwonNE

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
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5.2. Weighing modes

To simplify usual activities during weighing, the scale can work in several modes. The
basic mode is weighing with automatic saving of the weighed value. This weighing
was described in Chapter 3. When weighing very active birds or when weighing dur-
ing difficult conditions use a manual saving mode. For weighing of cocks and hens in
one pen the manual saving mode with sex selection is used.

5.2.1. Automatic weight saving
Set menu Configuration / Saving / Mode to Automatic.

SEWT] 1/8

After the bird is hung on the hook the scale waits for
stabilization. The bird is automatically weighed and g"g:tfngrds o
its weight is saved into the active file. Filter 10s
Stabilisation time 05s

Minimum weight 0.100 kg

EXIT SELECT

5.2.2. Manual weight saving
Set menu Configuration / Saving / Mode to Manual. After the bird is hung on the hook
watch the actual weight on the display and after stabilization press /.

ﬁ The weight displayed at the time of press-
ing the key is saved into the file. Now re-

move the bird from the hook and continue
with the next bird.

5.2.3. Manual and sex selection saving

Set menu Configuration / Saving / Mode to Manual by sex. After the bird is hung on
the hook watch the actual weight on the display and after stabilization press & if you
are weighing a cock or 2 if you are weighing a hen.

The weight displayed at the time of
pressing the key is saved into the file,
including the selected sex. Now re-
move the bird from the hook and con-
tinue with next bird.

The display of statistics contains
three columns — statistics for both
cocks and hens, statistics for cocks
and statistics for hens.

B PEN 1
When displaying histogram, three histograms are z d °
) . : & 156 29 127
available — histogram for both cocks and hens, his- @ 3855 4423 3610
togram for cocks and histogram for hens. o 0597 0614 0.387

CV 155 13.8 10.7
UNI 52.8 58.4 74.4

CANCEL HISTOGRAM

Poultry Scale: FlexScale

Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB _
9 Big Dutchman.
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5.2.4. Sorting into two groups: Light / Heavy weights

If you need to sort weighted birds into two groups — light birds and heavy birds, set
the scale into the mode of weighing with sorting into two groups.

Set menu Configuration / Saving / Sorting to Light/Heavy. In menu Weighing / Limit,
set the weight according to which the sorting will be performed. After a bird is
weighed the scale will beep differently for light and heavy birds and a symbol for
heavy or light bird is displayed.

{ I  30.11.2008 15:06 1 e 30.11.2008 15:06 1]
@ 52 Ho0726 | |& 52 H 2.539 |
PEN 1 () PEN 1

The statistics contains three columns — one for summary, one for light and one for
heavy birds.

P 52’- 6' 46‘ Histogram is displayed for the sum of weighing; a

@ 1853 1135 1.802 mark is used for indication of the weight limit.

o 0.152 0.122 0.130
CV 8.1 10.7 7.2
UNI 74.6 80.2 81.5

CANCEL HISTOGRAM

1. Weight limit

Weighing with sorting can be performed in automatic

i i ; 1.852 + 14
and manual saving modes. It is not possible when
weighing with sex selection. CANCEL /| STATISTICS

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB
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5.2.5. Sorting into three groups: Light, Standard, Heavy

If you need to sort the weighed birds into three groups — too light birds, acceptable
birds and too heavy birds, set the scale into the weighing mode of sorting into three
groups. Set menu Configuration / Saving / Sorting to Light/OK/Heavy. In menu
Weighing / Low limit, set the weight according to which the birds will be marked as
too light. In menu Weighing / High limit, set the weight according to which the birds
will be marked as too heavy. After a bird is weighed the scale will beep differently for
light, acceptable and heavy birds and a symbol for heavy, acceptable or light bird is
displayed.

{ a  30.11.2008 15:06 = { B 30.11.2008 15:06 = { e 30.11.2008 15:06 =1
@ 52 Ho0726 @ @52 H1.853 || @52 B 2539 |
(9 PEN1 PEN 1 (Y PEN1
2 v .4 - The statistics contains four columns — one for sum-
g = 6 41 5

@ (1853 1135 1802 203  Mary, one for light, one for acceptable and one for

o 0152 0122 0130 0.098  heavy birds
CV 8.1 107 72 48
UNI 746 802 815 834

CANCEL HISTOGRAM

Histogram is displayed for the sum of weighing; two marks are used for indication of
the weight limits.

1. Low weight limit
2. High weight limit

Weighing with sorting can be performed in automatic
and manual saving modes. It is not possible when (@] 1852 1 1 14
weighing with sex selection. CANCEL STATISTICS

5.2.6. Multiple birds per sample

Multiple birds can be weighed in each sample placed on the scale. Set menu Confi-
guration / Saving / More birds to Yes. In menu Weighing / Number of birds, set the
number of birds per sample. When a multiple bird sample is hung on the scale, the
display shows the average weight of each bird in the sample.

C  30.11.2008 15:06 S0

Statistics and histograms are calculated for the
weight of one bird.

@12 B 0.093
[ PEN 1

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB 9 _
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5.3. Scale status display
In all display modes there is information about the scale status on the upper line of
the display. The weighing mode and other parameters will be conveniently shown at
all times.

1 2 345 6 7

e

Il 30.11.2008 15:06 : &5 &=

Battery status

Date and time

Saving mode

Sorting mode

Number of weighed chickens at once
Connection of the charger or PC
Free memory

NoOkwNE

Poultry Scale: FlexScale

Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB _
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6. Viewing weight data
6.1. Viewing active file

y 0511108 09.15 T 347 Select menu Weighing / View file, a table with
2 05/11/08 09:19 1.153 weights in the active file is displayed.

3 05/11/08 09:20 1.172

4 05/11/08 09:20 1.250

5  05/11/08 09:21 1.192

6  05/11/08 09:21 1.153

CANCEL DELETE

The individual keys have the following functions:
Move to next weighing

Move to previous weighing

Move to next page

Move to previous page

s Delete wrong weight

6.2. Deleting data in active file

Delete weights

All weights in the active file can be deleted in menu
Weighing / Delete weights. Confirmation dialog is

displayed and after pressing ¢! the file is deleted. Really delete weights in the file ?

PEN 1

NO YES

6.3. Grouping files
For simple display of summary statistics, histograms and printing, individual files can
be grouped into file groups.

Example:

There are two houses on your farm, House 1 and House 2. In House 1 there are two
separate pens Pen 1 and Pen 2. In House 2 there are two separate pens Pen 3 and
Pen 4.

The scale contains four files named PEN 1, PEN 2, PEN 3 and PEN 4. To be able to
calculate the total statistics in the whole House 1, create a file group named HOUSE
1 which contains files PEN 1 and PEN 2. Similarly, for the House 2 create a file group
named HOUSE 2 which contains files PEN 3 and PEN 4.

If you want to find statistics for the whole farm, create a file group named FARM that
contains all files PEN 1, PEN 2, PEN 3 and PEN 4.

HOUSE 1 HOUSE 2

PEN 1 PEN 2 PEN 3 PEN 4

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB 9 _
Y. Big Dutchman.
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6.3.1. Creating a group

Select the menu Configuration / File groups / Create. A dialog for entering the file
group name is displayed.

Enter name

CANCEL OK

Using keys @, &, (3 and ) enter the name of the group and press '#!. A list of files
is displayed; use the (2J key to select files that belong to the group.

Select files

PEN 1 D
PEN 2
O PEN3
O PEN 4
CANCEL OK

Press '£! to create the group.
6.4. Total statistics

Select Statistics / Total statistics in the menu and select files from which you want to
calculate the statistics.

The following options are available:
e One file: displays statistics for one file. In the following dialog select the file for

which you want to calculate the statistics.
One group: displays the summary statistics for a group of files. In the follow-
ing dialog select the file group for which you want to calculate the statistics.

More files: displays the statistics for several selected files. In the following di-
alog use the (2) key to select files you want to include into the calculation.

Select files

PEN 1 D
PEN 2
O PEN3
O PEN4
CANCEL OK

e All files: displays the summary statistics for all files stored in the scale.

In Statistics, display a histogram of selected files by pressing the ' key.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB
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6.5. Comparing files
Select Statistics / Compare files menu and select which files you want to compare.
The following options are available:
e One group: displays a comparison of files in one file group.
e More files: displays a comparison of several selected files. In the following di-
alog use the (2) key to select files you want to compare.
e All files: a comparison of all files in the scale is displayed.

1. File name 2 & o o u
2. Statistics of the file 2—» 249 1221 0108 88 746
icti 1 PEN 2
3. Total statistics for all selected files eo 2 1410 0424 87 791
3 —1» Total
751 1.304 0.197 15.1 63.5
CANCEL (a][+]

Use the '#! key to display the next page. Use the ¥ key to display the previous page.
If the mode of weighing with sorting is activated, use keys () and (£ to display statis-
tics for light, acceptable and heavy birds.

B Al files v
g & o CV  UNI
PEN 1
120 0963 0096 82 762
PEN 2

129 1.025 0.107 8.5 77.5
Total
386 1.009 0.197 101 728

CANCEL KD

If the mode of weighing with the sex selection is activated, use keys (2 and £ to
display the statistics for cocks and hens.

B Allfiles d
g ] o CV  UNI
PEN 1
28 4423 0614 138 584
PEN 2

35 4.220 0.588 13.6 60.2
Total
124 4396 0.605 13.7 59.8

CANCEL (a][][d D]

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB
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6.6. Printing data

Connect the printer cable into the DB9 serial
~ port on the scale and switch the printer on.

® ®

8 5 v

-

Select Statistics / Print / One file from the menu. Select the file you want to print. Now
select the information to be printed in the next dialog box.

Select report type

Statistics and histogram

CANCEL OK

Select Statistics and histogram and press . Start printing will appear.

Start printing ?

NO YES

Press '#.. The printer will print the selected information and the scale will display the
printing status.

Printing...

CANCEL

The dialog will close when the printing is completed. To stop the printing early, press

.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
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6.6.1. Printed reports
Select the files you want to print. Select in menu Statistics / Print:

One file: prints one file

One group: prints a report for the selected file group
More files: prints a report for selected files

All files: prints a report for all files in the scale

Select the type of information report:

Statistics and histogram: prints the statistics and the histogram for all se-
lected files and combines the data for all files in to a single report.

Statistics: prints the statistics of all selected files and combines the data for
all files in to a single report.

Total statistics: prints only summary statistics (without a histogram) for all se-
lected files.

Weights: prints each bird weight for all selected files.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
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7. Scale management
7.1. File management: Rename, Delete, Edit note

Files 1/4
Edit note
Rename
Delete
EXIT SELECT

To rename a file go to menu Configuration / Files / Rename. Enter the new name of
the file and confirm by pressing '#..

To permanently remove the file from the scale go to menu Configuration / Files / De-
lete.

To add a short note to a file go to menu Configuration / Files / Edit note. The note will
be displayed with the data when downloaded to a PC.

7.2. File groups

File groups

Create
Edit file list
Edit note
Rename
Delete

EXIT SELECT

To rename a file group, go to the menu Configuration / File groups / Rename. Enter
the new name of the group and confirm by pressing '#/.

To permanently remove a file group from the scale, go to the menu Configuration /
File group / Delete.

The list of files in a group can be changed in the menu Configuration / File groups /
Edit file list. Correct the list of files in the following dialog using the (2) key and con-
firm by pressing ™.

To add a short note to the file group, go to the menu Configuration / File groups / Edit
note. The note will be displayed with the data when downloaded to a PC.

7.3. User settings

User settings z

Depending on the environment, the operator may Display backlight 9

. . Display contrast 32
need to change the scale display and sound signals. Saving volume 9
To set the light intensity of the display, go to User Date and time

settings / Display backlight. Increase or decrease the
contrast of the display in the menu User settings /
Display contrast. - —
To set the “saving the weight” sound volume, go to the menu User settings / Saving
volume.
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7.4. Calibration
The scale is calibrated from factory. If the calibration needs to be adjusted, go to
menu Maintenance / Weighing / Calibration and follow the on screen instructions.

Calibration

Remove all from the hook and press '#'!. A dialog for

entering the weight is displayed. Remove all from the hook

CANCEL OK

Calibration

Hang a known weight on the scale, enter the weight Enter weight
value and press '#.. [0.001 .. 30.000] kg

5. 000 J&

CANCEL OK

7.5. Password protection
Improper setting of the weighing parameters in the menu Configuration and Mainten-
ance may cause problems when using the scale.
To protect the settings, enter a simple password as follows.
1. Perform the basic setting of the scale as described in this manual.
2. Protect the menu by password against accidental or unwanted overwriting of
important parameters.

Password

Select the menu Maintenance / Password and con-

firm the following dialog by pressing '#. Protect by password ?

NO YES
Set the password by using the arrow keys &, &, Enter new password
and (£ in any combination. [ ]

CANCEL OK

Confirm password

In the next dialog repeat this key combination. [ ]

CANCEL OK
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This sets a password, which will be used as protection against access to the menu
Configuration and Maintenance. When these menu items are selected, you will be
asked to enter the password.

Password

Enter password

[ ]

CANCEL OK

Press the selected combination of arrow keys in this dialog.

7.5.1. Disabling password protection
To remove the password protection, go to the menu Maintenance / Password. Close
the following dialog by pressing ).

Password

Protect by password ?

NO YES

If you forgot the password, contact your agent.
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8. Data processing on PC

The supplied PC software is designed to store and analyze data acquired from the
scale. The weight data from each flock can be plotted by age in the PC, forming a
complete growth record and graph for any flock.

In addition all scale settings can be set and stored on the PC, data can be exported
to other programs (Excel, etc.) and data can be printed.

8.1. Installation
Install the software and the scale driver on the computer as follows:

. You must be logged as an administrator to be able to install the software.

. Insert the installation CD in the computer drive.

. The installation program starts automatically but if it does not, on the CD run
Setup.exe in the folder Software to begin the installation.

. After finishing the installation, leave the CD in the computer.

Connect the scale into a free USB port on the computer.

wWN P

g~

6. Windows will detect a new device FlexScale Poultry Scale and request its
driver. Select Search on the CD and finish the driver installation.
7. Remove the CD from the computer and store in a safe place.

8.2. Charging from PC
The scale battery will charge via the USB port while connected to a running PC.

8.3. Program start up
Click on icon Start / Programs / FlexScale / FlexScale to start the program.
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8.4. Downloading the weighing results into PC
Switch the scale off, connect it to the computer and click the Scale icon. The scale

communication panel will be displayed.

I Flaxtieals
- b |"1 L ..
i =ug Pdfena
i - : =R w
Sanle wahings  Stasiics Flocks Tp—
[ Feoddda | | Desedsa | [ Selscslename | | Set scae dote andime

|| e seals paamelen

==

Click the Read data button. A dialog will display notifying you to wait and all data will
be downloaded from the scale. The communication with the scale may last several
minutes depending on the amount of data. When completed, a table with all weight

data will be displayed.

==

/R0 &35 23 M

|z FlexScale
- iy |"1 L ..
i =ug Pdfena
i - : =R w
Seale Weghings  Stamics Flucks Ep—
Feaddda | | Deieledsa | | Selscslname | | 5ot scae dsteandime | | 5ol scaie puameiens
Scals nams: DAY
At s
Fie Do, ot ot Ao bz

Do by  Uedomty  Hetogiom

HOUSE 2 1/BR0A 7 2873 PN 0 14Tkl BIRE _ mlha
HOUSE 3 1/HR0A 2 2873 PN 1Rkl LT Ty
B | [ seedesgeg | [ Ssesbosdesbiog | [ Dpetslesging || gt stscisd veighing: |

Click the Save all weighings button. All displayed files will be saved into the database

for further processing.
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8.5. Viewing weighing statistics

Click the Statistics icon. The statistics panel will be displayed
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Files that have just been downloaded from the scale will be displayed in the table.
The histogram will be displayed in the lower half of the panel for the highlighted file
Individual weights in this file will be displayed after clicking the Weights tab

Lok FleaSeate —
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8.6. Deleting data from the scale
After saving the data on the PC, the data saved in the scale can be deleted. Click the
Scale icon and then click the Delete data button.

L FlexSeabs = [& =

Seale Weighings alsibic Flocks Mammitenance

Fiead dita Diebata ot | | S8 scade vt | | Gt oot e aeedins | | St s st

Sealy ruwres  BATT Delete data 5]
Apegilable ey
Hithadgrammn Hige
.
il
Bt | Soedvegheg: | [ Senssbcedwegtegs | | Bt alwegbegs | | Bl selecied mesgheg

Click Yes. The data is deleted from the scale and can be disconnected from the PC.

8.7. Setup flocks
The growth data can be plotted for the entire life of the flock. Click the Flocks icon;
the flocks setup panel will be displayed.

L Flewtcate e —y -

o L] = - L.

0 § | - Lt e Y
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Cantersd ek 01 Dherrenl Fchia (0]

s — = i p— -

Chaem
Bws
fimn o (2] e T e

Click the New button to create a new flock. When the question Do you want to use
some existing flock as template? displays, click No. Next dialog will ask for the flock
name. Enter a name and click OK.

Fieck: House 1 ~ = &= The dialog for entering the flock parameters
St will be displayed.
Shail clale sl iy

(O] = 1

il e 8 v thes ke

Enter the date when the flock was started in
the Start date field. Enter the flock age on the
start date in the Initial day field.
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Use the Add button to add all files that are designated for this flock.
File ==

File:
HOUSE 1 -

Click OK to close the dialog. The flock is created and included among the working
flocks and will be displayed in the Current flocks table.

(i Fleaseak — ==
& % = = | e All files correspond-
- s oA W ing to this flock will
e — be used to create the
et ke 1 R growth _record. An_y
- pay - vy g - file assigned to this
— L ) flock will automati-
S cally be logged to
| this flock each time it
is downloaded from
the scale.
ke Hename Edi Lredeee Lrsdeia
Example:

There is one house on your farm, which contains two pens with birds, Pen 1 and Pen
2. There are two files created in the scale named PEN 1 and PEN 2, which you use
for weighing the birds.

On 01/01/2009, day-old chicks were placed in both pens. Create a new flock in your
computer named Pen 1. Enter 01/01/2009 in the Start date field, enter day 1 in the
Initial day field, and click Add to add file PEN 1.

This flock will be used for monitoring birds in Pen 1. Create another flock Pen 2 in
similar way, and add file PEN 2 to this flock.

For monitoring birds in the whole house, create a flock House and add both files PEN
1 and PEN 2. From 01/01/2009, weighing of both files PEN 1 and PEN 2 will auto-
matically fall within the respective flocks.

PEN 1 PEN 2
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The progress of growth and other statistics can be monitored in the Current flocks
tab.

| Fleazale (== ES
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The rows in the table show individual days when the flock was weighed. The histo-
gram for the selected day is displayed in the lower half of the panel for the hig-
hlighted row. Individual weights weighed for this day will be displayed after clicking
the Weights tab. Select the Graphs tab to monitor the flock progress in a graphic
form.
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The horizontal axis specifies the flock age and the vertical axis specifies the average
weight of the flock.
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8.7.1. Growth curve comparison
The actual growth curve of the flock can be compared with a standard weight curve.
To define the standard growth curve select the Standard growth curves tab.

{2 FlexSeale e
- [1 =, =

= )
o w W = .

Zrale Weighing: Traristics Flocks khirtenance

H-k:!l'uullhi: Seleciad focks  Starded gro curves

Cusve

L1ay ‘et [hal

Hew Copy
Azname Dlete

Click the New button and enter the name of the growth curve. Select OK and the new
growth curve will be included in the list of curves. Now fill in the age and weight. After
filling the table, save the data by clicking the Save changes button.

To add growth curve to the flock: select the Flocks tab and choose the required flock
in the table Current flocks and click the Edit button. Click Show details button in the
dialog with the flock’s parameters. The section for entering the growth curves will be
displayed.

Fleck: House 1 o e
Shad

Sl daln Irnaal chawy:

1224/ 2008 g= )

Filss wid b veiigh the Rack
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Add Drelein

Standid groeth Curve
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N r

Femates [use onk in fhe "V by o™ saving mode}
NN -

Haln

Hide: ety O, Cancel

Use the Default/Males field to select a saved growth standard curve and close the
dialog by clicking OK.

Select the Current flocks tab and then the Statistics tab. The weight calculated from
the entered growth curve will be displayed in the Target column. Select the Graphs
tab. Select the required growth curve in the field with text Standard growth curve....
The weight standard curve will be displayed in the graph along with the actual weight
curve.
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8.7.2. Flock ending

Click the Flocks tab. In the Current flocks table, select the flock you want to close and
click the Close button. Enter the flock ending data in the following dialog. The flock
will no longer be monitored and it will be moved to the Closed flocks table.

8.7.3. Existing flock template

To start a new flock to replace a finished flock simply use the old flock as a template.
Select the Flocks tab and click the New button. At Do you want to use some existing

flock as template?, click Yes. The list of flocks already existing in the database will be
displayed.

Y
Gelget Mgk = =]

Hewma 1

of,_ || Coreel

Select a flock, which will be used as a template for the new flock and click OK. Next
dialog will ask for the flock name. Enter new name of the flock and click OK. The di-
alog for entering the flock parameters will be displayed. Change the date when the
flock was started in the Start date field. Enter the flock age on the start date in the
Initial day field. Close the dialog by clicking OK.

8.7.4. Comparing flocks

In the Current flocks tab it is possible to compare all flocks that are currently present
on your farm. The program also allows manual selection of displayed flocks, includ-
ing the closed flocks. Select the Selected flocks tab.
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Click the Select flocks... button and a dialog for selecting flocks will be displayed.
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In the Available flocks list, select the

Salect flncks o [
Aovoidibls Backs (4] Flacks in skatistics [0} = flock you want to dlSpIay and click the >
a1 button. The selected flock will be moved
Howw 3 to the Flocks in statistics list. Close the
. dialog by clicking OK.
- You can see the data of the selected
flock in the tabs Statistics and Graphs. In
' order to make comparisons with another
flock, click the Select flocks... button and
e select the flock to be compared in the
Available flocks list. Use the > button to

add the flock to the Flocks in statistics list. After closing the dialog, both selected
flocks will be displayed. The dialog for selecting the flocks allows the following opera-
tions:
e Adding a flock — in the Available flocks list, select the flock you want to add
and click >.
¢ Removing a flock — in the Flocks in statistics list, select the flock you want to
remove and click <.
e For clearing the list click <<<.
e For adding all available flocks in the list, click >>>.

8.8. Database backup

A database backup should be done on a regular basis. In case of unexpected com-
plications (computer failure, virus infection), you will still have the database available
from the last backup. Click the Maintenance icon and select the Backup tab. Click the
Backup database button.
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Select the folder and the file name for backing up the database. After clicking the
Save button, the database backup will be saved in the selected file. You can burn the
file on a CD/DVD or save it to your backup server.
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8.9. Advanced procedures

8.9.1. Manual selection of weighings in the statistics

Select the statistics panel by clicking the Statistics icon. The Last weighings tab is
used for checking the last saved data in individual files. If you need to display the sta-
tistics of older weighings, select the Selected weighings tab. Click the Select weigh-

ings... button. The dialog for selecting weighings will be displayed.
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The left list includes all available weighings sorted by date. The right list includes
weighings selected in the statistics. Select a row in the Available weighings table and
click the > button. You can repeat the procedure several times. Close the dialog by
clicking OK. Selected weighings will be displayed in the table, where you can see
and compare their statistics, histogram, and individual weights.
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You can print the selected row of the statistics including the histogram by clicking the
Print selected weighing button. You can print the statistics table as it is displayed on
the screen using the Print table button.
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e Adding a weighing — in the Available weighings list, select the weighing you
want to add and click >. You can perform the same operation by double click-
ing on the weighing in the Available weighings list.

e Removing a weighing — in the Weighings in statistics list, select the weighing
you want to remove and click <. You can perform the same operation by
double clicking on the weighing in the Weighings in statistics list.

e For clearing the Weighings in statistics list - click <<<.

e For moving all weighings from the Available weighings list — click >>>.

The Available weighings list can be very long. In order to simplify the weighings se-
lection, you can filter the list according to the preset criteria:
e After setting a date in the From field, only weighings acquired after the entered
date will remain in the Available weighings list.
o After setting a date in the To field, only weighings acquired prior to the entered
date will remain in the list.
e After selecting File, only weighings of the selected file will remain in the list.
e After selecting Scale, only weighings acquired by the scale with the selected
name will remain in the list.

You can select more weighings in both lists using procedures common in the Win-
dows operating systems:

e Selection of a range of weighings — click on the first weighing. Hold the Shift
key and click on the last weighing. All weighings between the first and last will
be selected.

e Selection of individual weighings — click on the selected weighing. Hold the
Ctrl key. Click on other required weighings. Release the Citrl key.

e Select all weighings in the list — hold the Ctrl key and press the A key. Re-
lease both keys.
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Move the selected weighings by clicking < or >.
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8.9.2. Weighing with sex differentiation

If the scale is set in the manual saving mode with sex differentiation, the program will
receive the gender data after downloading data from the scale, and save it in the da-
tabase for further processing. Click the Statistics icon and the Last weighings tab.
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Select for example males in the field with text Sex/limit. The table of weighings, his-
togram, and the list of weighed weights will be changed to include only data related
to males. In the similar way, by selecting females you will display data for females.

Selecting all will display all weighings without sex differentiation. The same method
will display the selected statistics in the Selected weighings tab.
Using a similar method, you can display data in the Flocks panel, in tabs Current

flocks and Selected flocks.
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In the flocks, it is possible to enter standard growth curves separately for males and
females. Select the Flocks tab; select the flock in the Current flocks table and click

Edit.
Flock: 2008-12-38 HOUSEL e = |
Select the growth curve for males in the De- a0
fault/Males field and select the growth curve for | o= s
females in the Females field. Click OK. = ==
Select the Selected flocks tab and select the ST
prepared flock. Select males in the Sex/limit :
field. The data related to males will be dis- Aol e
played. Select the growth curve for males in o
the Graphs tab, field Standard growth — ]
curves.... ISR S =
[ et ot T
bed Fleafcals =R
B o B 3= % The same method
S Waghegs  mamc | Fedr | Msseisc applies to displaying
AT —r—— data for females in-
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S| Gt curve. When all is
Bttt ] e C Bt . selected, the pro-
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Fon ) growth curves for
Fes ) 7&6:;\ both males and fe-
ol > | | males.
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8.9.3. Sorting by weight

When the scale mode is “sorting by weight”, the program will receive the sorting data
after downloading data from the scale, and will save it in the database for further
processing. Click the Statistics icon and the Last weighings tab.
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Select for example
light in the field with
text Sex/limit. The
table of weighings,
histogram, and the
list of weighed
weights will be
changed to include
only data for weigh-
ing under the preset
limit. In a similar way,
by selecting OK you
will display data for
weighing within the
preset limits, and by

selecting heavy

weighings above the preset limit. Selecting all will display all weighings regardless
the sorting. The same method will display the selected statistics in the Selected

weighings tab.

Using a similar method, you can display data in the panel Flocks, tabs Current flocks

and Selected flocks.
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The limits used during the weighing process can be found in the Weighings panel.
Select a weighing in the Available weighings table and click Edit.

Poultry Scale: FlexScale
Edition: 07/2010 M 0079 GB

;ﬁ Bigq Dutchman.



Data processing on PC Page 38

Select the Scale setup tab in the Weighing details dialog. Select the file in the Files
list. The Sorting panel will display the sorting limits for this file.
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8.9.4. Exporting data
Data can be exported to another computer or location.

Example:

Your company includes three farms. The birds are weighed on each farm.
Weighing results from all three farms are processed centrally at FARM 1.

FARM 2 data is downloaded to a PC and e-mailed to FARM 1.

There is no PC on the third farm, so the weighing results are faxed or reported via
telephone to FARM 1.

FARM 1
FARM 3 FARM 2
B
= .
(=====YU

Saving data to a PC

FARM 2 data would be saved as follows. Start the FlexSCale program and select the
Scale icon. Connect the scale to the computer and click the Read data button.

After downloading the data, click the Save all weighings button. All displayed files will
be saved into the database for further processing. Check the downloaded files by
clicking Edit.
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If the downloaded data is ok, click the Export all weighings button. In the following
dialog, select the FlexScale export file format and the file for saving the downloaded
data.
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Click Save. The saved file can be sent as an e-mail attachment to another computer
or via a local network or server (FARM 1 for example). Delete the data in the scale by
clicking Delete data, disconnect the scale, and exit the program.
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Importing data

Click the Import button and select the file sent from the farm in the dialog box. Click
Open, and the contents will be displayed.
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Click Save all weighings and all data will be saved in the database. The imported da-
ta can be checked in the Available weighings table by clicking the Edit button.

Manual data entry

Weighing results can also be manually entered into the database. Click Add and the
manual entry dialog box will be displayed.

Add manual results

Scale: Tupe of weighing Units:
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File: Mote:

Fesults

HOUSET -

Start of visighing: Count: Average:
art of weighing: 126 1273
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Nate: 0135 118

By phone Uniitormity

64

Enter the weighing results and click Save. Repeat to enter data from all weighed

files. We recommend filling the Note field (bottom left) related to the data origin (such
as “by phone” etc.). Click Save.
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9. Troubleshooting
9.1. Scale

1.

2.

3.

After suspension of the hook, the scale does not show zero weight

- shortly hold &) for setting zero value

The scale shows wrong weight

- calibrate the scale, see chapter 7.4

The scale shows a significantly smaller weight than expected

- disable the mode of weighing small chickens

It is not possible to set weighing with sorting

- the weighing mode with the saving of sex is selected, select another mode
The value of the weight is overwritten on the display after weighing

- disable the mode of weighing with sorting

After the bird is hung, the scale does not save the weight

- the manual saving mode is enabled, select automatic mode

- check that the scale is suspended on a firm, not spring-biased construction
- the bird is moving too much, select the manual saving mode

The data on the display is hardly readable

- change the contrast of the display

- select display mode Large

9.2. PC

1.

After downloading data from the scale, some files in the Scale panel are miss-
ing

- missing files are empty — they do not include any weighed values

After downloading data, the statistics does not show any new files or just one
file

- save data in the panel Scale using the Save all weighings button

After downloading and saving data, the data do not display in the Statistics
panel in the Last weighings tab

- the downloaded data were weighed several days ago. Check if the data is
displayed in the Weighings panel and to view the data, use the panel Statis-
tics, and the Selected weighings tab or panel Flocks

. The Flocks panel, tab Current flocks, tab Statistics is empty

- check the weighing date and date of the flock start. Weighings with the dates
lower than the start date of the flock are not displayed

The Flocks panel, tab Selected flocks, tab Statistics is empty

- check the weighing date and date of start of the selected flocks. Weighings
with the dates lower than the start date of the flock are not displayed

Graph with just one point is displayed in the Flocks panel, tab Graph

- the respective flock was weighed only once. After completing further weigh-
ings (in the following days), the graph will be displayed correctly

The graph in the Flocks panel does not include the option of the growth
curves.

— the selected flocks do not have the growth curve preset. Complete the set-
ting of the growth curve in the Flocks tab, see chapter 8.7.1.
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10. Spare parts

Code no. Description
60-45-0466 Charging set f/weighing computer FlexScale, car connection
Charger
60-45-0467 Printer portable for FlexScale 30kg/50kg
60-45-0468 Case for weighing computer FlexScale 30kg/50kg
60-45-0469 Charging device f/weighing computer FlexScale spare part
60-45-0470 Weighing hook for weighing computer FlexScale
11. Contact

Big Dutchman International GmbH

P.O Box 11 63 e 49360 Vechta (Germany)

Tel. +49 (0) 44 47/801-0  Fax +49 (0) 44 47/801-237
E-Mail: big@bigdutchman.com

Internet: www.bigdutchman.com
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